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Stars in his eyes: Jason Dale on the set in Mahwah,
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From Page E-1 .

It is not the first time Dale has blown
a fuse while filming. It will not be the last
- time, he says.

For the next 12 months, Dale will con-
tinue to lead a hizarre double life. On
most days, the Franklin Lakes resident is
an executive assistant to Bergen County
Executive Dennis McNerney, dealing
with the mundane and Machiavellian
minutiae of local politics and constituent
issues,

Hero's guest

On nights and weekends, Dale has
been funneling his creative juices into a
feature-dength motion picture, a dark
comic adventure called “Fight the Panda
Syndicate,” the political aide’s foray into
the world of independent filmn. The movie
follows a hero’s quest to prevent an evil
syndicate from reuniting four pieces of an
ancient talisman, an act that would ush-
er in the end of the world.

“I don’t want to be one of those people
who gets old and says, ‘I always wanted to
make a movie, | always wanted to write
abook, ” he said.

A student of Orson Welles and Ed
Wood (director of classic campy flops
turned cult favorites, such as “Plan 9

From Outer Space™), Dale worked on the-
ater projects when he was an undergrad
at Lafayeite College. His film roots stretch
back to the mid 1980s, when “Ghost-

busters” and “Big Trouble in Little China”

landed on the big screen.

They were fim movies, films that made-
an impact on Dale and his Indian Hills
High School classmates Chuis Pickhardt
and Steve Bley. Today, all three guys are.
working on Dale’s passion project.

“We dor’t know what the outcome’s
going to be,” said Pickhardt, the film's co-,
producer, “but we have a feeling 1’£’s going -
to be something special.” -

Dale has close to 100 people helpmg
with the picture. He has enlisted mterest-
ed parties from six states and is filming on
Iocation throughout Bergen and Passaic

counties, including shoots in New Mil--

ford, Fackensack, Ramapo, Clifton, Ring-
Wood Prospect Park and Franklin Lakes.
He hopes to have the majority of filming
done by July, so he can get the movie on
screens sometime next winter.

Until it is complete, ke will be donating
part of his government salary toward a_
necessary coffee addiction. “I don't steep,”
Dale explained.

How can he? His hours often bend be-
yond the 9-to-5 standard. Dale handles

Jersey sets for a thril

ef

constltuent relations for McNemey, who
oversees New Jersey’s largest county gov--
ernment and the $432 mﬂhon budget that
comes with it. . .
Dale is responmble for sendmg e- mmls
firing off memos and responding to com-
plaints. Some people write to McNerney
with & housing issite, Others have ques-
Hons about roads or county programs,
~.“F don’t like to leave anything unan-
swered,” Dale said.

Friends and family héipz

Vﬁth the film'’s final budget expected to
come in a shade under $20,000, Dale has
“relied on friénds and farmly to fill some of

‘thé roles.” Pickhardt’s father, Russ, an
“Oakland native who once starred Oppo-
site John Travolta’s sister, Margaret, in his

high school pmductmn of “The Cru-
¢ible)” is playing Gov. Charles Bedford.

'Andrea Prendamano,;a Dumont resident

who is an acquaintance of chkhardt’s, '
¢ame onboard when another cast mem- -
ber bailed.

“I got the script on Fnday and read it at
a Nets game,” Prendamano said,

Before the set fades to black, Pren-
damano and the elder Pickhardt are busy -
rehearsing a scene in the corner of the
suite. Prendamano plays Charlotte Mc-
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Tn action in Mahwah: Dale filming a scene for “Fight the Panda Syﬁdicaté."

Fadden, the governor’s assistant.

“Cancel my schedule for the rest of the
night,” Pickhardt tells Prendamano.

“Governor, it's your anniversary,” she
replies. .

“There’s a great father-daughter dy-
namic,” Prendamano says after the scene
is over. o

H it doesn’t work, at least Dale has his
boss’s blessing.

“Pm glad that Jason’s able to pursue his
passion for filmmaking and that hes

shooting here in Bergen County,” Mc-
Nerney said through his spokesman. “If .
he puts as much effort into this film as he
does in his work for the county, I'm sure
he'll have a blockbuster on his hands.”

Blockbuster-to-be or bomb-in-the-
malking, Dale’s film faces a more immedi-
ate issue. Right now the lights are out.
Dale has to get them up and running
again.

E-mail: kerwick@northjersey.com



